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Precipitation 

�  Normal = 30-year average 

�  Boston, MA 
�  Normal July-Sep precip: 10.22” (brown line) 
�  2016 July-Sep precip: 3.97, 39% of  normal (green line) 
�  Departure from normal: 6.25” (red line) 

Normal: 10.22” 

2016: 3.97” 
(39% of 
normal) 

Departure 
from normal: 
6.25” 
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Precipitation 

�  Past 3 months: 25-75% of  
normal 

�  Past 6 months: 50-75% of  
normal 
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Precipitation 

�  Past 12 months: 50% of  
normal to near normal 

�  Past 24 months: 75% of  
normal to near normal 
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Precipitation 

�  Past 36 months: 75-125% of  
normal 
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Snowfall 

�  Below-normal snowfall, lack 
of  moisture heading into 
spring 
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Snowfall 

�  Above-normal snowfall, but water content near to below 
normal 
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Temperature 

�  Past 3 months: 1°F to more 
than 5°F above normal 
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Evapotranspiration 

�  PET: estimated average amount of  moisture evaporated 
from ground/released into atmosphere by plants 

�  Generally above average 
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Past Droughts 

�  Worst drought since 2000 
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Past Droughts 

�  Palmer Drought Severity Index: an estimate of  dryness based on water 
supply (precipitation) and demand (PET) 

�  Similar droughts in the 1980s/90s, but not as severe as droughts in the 
1940s, 50s, 60s 
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Past Droughts 

�  Similar droughts in the 1990s, but not 
as severe as droughts in the 1930s/60s 
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Contact Information 
�  samantha.borisoff@cornell.edu or nrcc@cornell.edu 

�  607-255-1751 

www.nrcc.cornell.edu 


